
My Experience with the Canadian Commission for UNESCO  
 

By Jon Yee 

 

Before I started volunteering for the Canadian Commission for the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) I was a different person, my life use to revolve around the partying 

lifestyle and nothing else. My purpose in life at the time was to have fun and like a lot of young people, 

was not overly concerned about my future. Even though I was in university, my studies were not a 

priority. In fact, I was kicked out twice for poor marks and failed classes. I always wanted to be a doctor, 

but that was never going to transpire.   

 

After attaining re-admission to university in 2007, I realized that 

school was not for me and dropped out after the second semester. 

At the same time, I was teaching tennis to Reginaôs high 

performance players and became a sessional lecturer instructing 

the badminton class at the university, teaching students to become 

badminton instructors, which to me seemed incongruous. I was 

responsible enough to teach others, but relinquished my 

responsibility for achieving minimal academic requirements.  

 

Returning to school in 2007 was not a complete loss. During the 

second semester while taking business classes, I developed a new 

concept for personalized location based advertising and media for 

mobile phones. Embracing this opportunity, I entered into a 

business plan competition organized by the Regina Regional 

Opportunities Commission and became one of the finalists.  

 

By the end of summer that year, I had incorporated my first 

company and had hired Springboard West Innovation Inc., a start-

up business consulting firm, to further assist the development of my business.  I was soon traveling the 

world (Banff, Chicago and the U.K), seeking out investors and innovative technologies, meeting angel 

investors, hedge fund managers, and executives from major mobile phone companies. Arrogantly, this 

period of my life validated my convictions that if I could start a business without a degree, why get one?   

 

Unfortunately, that December, it came to my knowledge while in the process of patenting my idea, IBM 

had patented a similar technology by one of their chief innovation directors and my company was no 

more.  After discovering that I no longer had a company, my parents urged me to go back to school. 

Arrogantly again, I disagreed with what they thought. If I could create the same idea as a chief innovation 

director of IBM, why would I need to go back to school?  

 

My haughtiness led to multiple fights with my parents over the next few weeks. One day I received an 

email from my mother.  In the email she wrote that if I thought I was so smart, I should apply to become a 

Youth Advisor for the Canadian Commission for UNESCOôs Youth Advisory Group.  She knew full well 

that I had a slim chance of being accepted as many members had bachelor degrees, double degrees and 

master degrees.  I figured it was her intention that I would apply, be rejected and return to school. So out 

of spite, I applied to become a Youth Advisor, which consisted of writing five short essays on numerous 

topics, not even knowing what the UNESCO acronym meant. 

 

At the end of February 2008, I received an email from the Youth Programme Officer of the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO that I had been approved to be a member of its Youth Advisory Group. 



Apparently my ideas and my perception of the world fell in line with those of the Youth Advisory Group.  

Our role would be to give advice pertaining to UNESCOôs programmes and priorities on behalf of youth 

in Canada. I was happy to be accepted but at the same time I was distraught because I had no clue what I 

was getting myself into.  

 

48
th
 AGM of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

 

My first experience with the Canadian Commission 

for UNESCO was their 48
th
 Annual General 

Meeting in Saskatoon. AGMs are located 

throughout Canada. However, an AGM must be in 

Ottawa every other year. The AGM was a 

bombardment of information for the next four days   

which included round table and world café 

discussions.  The thing I most enjoyed about the 

AGM was meeting the other youth in the group. 

Hearing their stories and experiences gave me 

motivation and inspiration to become like my new 

friends and colleagues. As perplexing as it was, it 

gave me the knowledge of what the role of 

UNESCO, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, and our role as Youth Advisors were.  The AGM 

included a day trip the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Redberry Lake. 

 

UNESCO is one of the 18 specialized agencies within the UN system and the only UN agency to have a 

system of National Commissions. Canada was one of the 20 funding members.  UNESCO was formed to 

create an organization that would embody a genuine culture of peace by promoting collaboration among 

nations through education, the sciences, culture, and communication and information. UNESCO is in 

charge of global priorities and programmes such as the Decade of Education for Sustainable 

Development. (For more information please visit www.unesco.org) 

 

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO is an independent division and funded by the Canada Council 

for the Arts. It consists of approximately 400 members across the country which includes federal 

departments and agencies, intergovernmental bodies which represent the provinces and territories, non-

governmental organizations, institutions and individual members.  The Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO works to assist the government in defining the directions Canada will follow as it faces the 

challenges of globalization and a rapidly changing knowledge society. (For more information please visit 

www.unesco.ca) 

 

Members of the Youth Advisory Group 

(YAG) provide recommendations to 

UNESCOôs priorities and programmes in 

all its sectors (Education, Sciences, 

Culture, Communication and Information) 

and promote their implementation within 

their local communities and organizations, 

as they relate to youth.  Members allow for 

networking and collaborative opportunities 

that encourage intergenerational and inter-

cultural exchanges. As a result of these and 

other roles and opportunities, they 

empower each other, other youth and the Canadian Commission for UNESCO through the collaboration 

http://www.unesco.org/
http://www.unesco.ca/


and support that they provide to each other at the local, regional, national and international levels. The 

Youth Advisory Group of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO works to mobilize the creativity, 

expertise and unique perspectives of its members to contribute to the present and future development of 

our societies. (For more information please visit www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx) 

 

32
nd

 Session of the World Heritage Committee 

 

I had the privilege of attending the Youth 

Component of the 32
nd

 Session of the World 

Heritage Committee from June 21
st
 to July 10

th
, 

2008 as my second experience with the Canadian 

Commission for UNESCO. The World Heritage 

Committee is responsible for the implementation of 

the World Heritage Convention, defines the use of 

the World Heritage Fund and allocates financial 

assistance upon requests from States Parties.  It has 

the final say on whether a property is inscribed on 

the World Heritage List.  It consists of 

representatives from 21 of the States Parties to the 

Convention elected by the General Assembly. 

 

Like becoming a member of the Youth Advisory Group, I had to fill out an application which consisted 

again of short essays on various topics relating to World Heritage to be selected to participate.  However, 

unlike last time, I was prepared and I had prior knowledge of World Heritage before applying. Gratefully 

I was selected to be 1 of 15 young Canadians selected. It is by far, the best experience I have had with the 

UN. 15 other youth from countries representing the five geographic regions identified by the UN were 

also selected.  

 

Upon arriving for the first day, I was greeted at the airport and was driven to the Laurier House National 

Historic Site of Canada for the welcoming ceremony. We were joined by the likes of Dr. Larry Ostola, 

Head of the Canadian Delegation to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee and Director General of 

National Historic Sites, Parks Canada, and Katherine Berg, Special Advisor to the Secretary-General, 

Canadian Commission for UNESCO. It was all pretty surreal. 

 

Day two was spent in Ottawa and consisted of 

intense training sessions, workshops, and 

learning activities that gave us the necessary 

knowledge and skills to develop an educational 

documentary on World Heritage.  These 

included learning the different aspects such as 

the mechanisms for implementation of the 

Convention, the concept of common heritage 

of humanity, and responsible tourism. Training 

sessions and workshops were instructed by 

David Walden, Secretary-General of the 

Canadian Commission for UNESCO, Alan 

Latourelle, CEO of Parks Canada, Dr. 

Christina Cameron, Chairperson of the World Heritage Committee, and Dinu Bumbaru, Secretary-

General of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). Training sessions and 

workshops consisted of both in class theoretical and experience based education.  Though the sessions 

were long, and coffee was continuously flowing, we managed to get through the theoretical session and 

http://www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx


were then taken on a boat tour of the Rideau Canal. The tour consisted of the historical significance of the 

Rideau Canal and how it played a vital role for our national defence against the U.S after the War of 

1812. After a long day, we ended up at the Hard Rock Cafe, and upon entering we were greeted with the 

waiters and waitresses dancing on tables. After supper and a couple of drinks, we were treated to a private 

play entitled ñGhosts and Echoes of the Rideau Canalò presented by the National Irish-Canadian Cultural 

Centre. 

 

The next day, we were split into three groups and were sent to three different regions of Canada where 

World Heritage sites are located to see the practical application of theories learned, create our 

documentary and to take educational tours.  The first group was sent to southern Alberta where they 

visited three World Heritage Sites, Dinosaur Provincial Park, Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, and 

Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.  The second group went to the Canadian Rocky Mountain 

Parks.  Finally, the third group went to the eastern part of the country to Gros Morne National Park and 

LôAnse aux Meadow National Historic Site in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

 

I was fortunate to be in the southern Alberta group as we were able to visit three World Heritage Sites. 

Our first day and stop was at Dinosaur Provincial Park where we were able to hike down to Dr. Philip 

Currieôs field camp, a world renowned palaeontologist. We were able to discuss his work and how he 

became interested in the field.  He told us he became interested while he was having breakfast as a child 

and a dinosaur fell out of the box and into his bowl. The next day, Dr. Don Brinkman, the Head Curator 

and Vertebrate Palaeontologist took us on a VIP hike to various sites around Dinosaur Park. We were able 

to spend some time at a dig site looking for fossils. 

 

 

The next day we headed to Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump.  The biggest, oldest and best-preserved 

buffalo jump in The Great Plains of North America.  The site was used over 5,000 years ago and provided 

the essentials for survival for the inhabitants of North Americaôs Great Plans.  After a guided tour of the 

surrounding area, we met with an elder, who shared his culture, beliefs and traditions with us and how 

significant this area was to his ancestors.  

 



The last site was Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park. There we took the Waterton Inter-Nation 

Shoreline Cruise boat tour which took us to the U.S where we were greeted by a U.S Ranger who 

provided a tour of the Peace Park Exhibit. Waterton was one of the most beautiful places I have ever 

been. 

 

 

 

The most exciting part of the experience was directly working with the World Heritage Committee.  I was 

fortunate to be one of the youth to work directly with a delegation. The first time youth have been able to 

work directly with delegates during a UN conference. I was selected by the Swedish delegation who was 

a member of the World Heritage Committee. Being a member of a delegation, I was able to attend and 

consult to the Finance Committee, EU and Nordic meetings, and I was able to draft proposals and 

amendments to documents. 

 

 

 

Being part of a United Nations conference was an unbelievable experience that I can compare to no other. 

We were constantly intellectually stimulated, yet we had enough free time during the day to socialize and 

network. It was the perfect balance of work and play. The conference took place during Quebecôs 400 

anniversary, Canada day, and Jean Baptiste day, and we were able to enjoy many of the festivities, such 

as Bob Marleyôs band the Wailers, fireworks, and the many street performers. The ability to talk to other 

youth and delegates from around the world and being able to consult on international issues had given me 

real world international experience and a larger perspective of life that textbooks, books and 



documentaries could ever teach. Being surrounded by brilliant, dedicated, passionate people from around 

the world had changed me and gave me a purpose to help implement UNESCOôs programmes and 

priorities. (For more information please visit www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx and 

select the final report, Youth Component of the World Heritage Committee) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx


The Killam Prizes 

 

Becoming a Youth Advisor had given me many opportunities to attend special events and meet 

extraordinary people across Canada. One such event was the Killam Prizes. In the fall of 2009 I received 

an invitation out of the blue by then Governor General Michaëlle Jean inviting me to attend the 2009 

Killam Prizes at Rideau Hall. The Killam Prizes are awarded monetary grants to distinguished Canadian 

scholars doing research in the following fields: engineering, health sciences, natural sciences, social 

sciences or humanities. One prize is awarded each year to each of the five fields. Prizes are given in 

recognition of distinguished career and exceptional contributions in one of the five fields.  

 

This is an example of the Canadian Commission for UNESCOôs immense network and using it to give 

youth incredible opportunities. At the awards, I was able to converse and network with some of the most 

intelligent people in Canadian academics, including then present winners and past winners. Attending the 

Killam Prizes gave me the opportunity convey my thoughts, perspectives and theories with academic 

leaders and receive positive and critical feedback to my views and concepts. To me, that was a 

tremendous occasion which empowered me and gave me motivation that my mind was in the right place 

and on the right path towards where humanity should be heading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Youth Advisory Action Plan 

 

Early winter of 2010, I traveled to Ottawa as one of five youth selected to the YAG Action Plan 

Committee. The Committee was in charge of drafting a national strategy for the YAG. Over three long 

days, the five of us and the Youth Programme Officer of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO, argued 

and argued about various topics, such as our mission statement, our values and objectives, our mandate, 

roles and responsibilities and action areas that represented a youthful perspective, ensuring equitable cross 

national ideals. (For more information please visit www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx 

and select the YAG Roles, Functions and Action Areas document) 

 

  

 

 

The 49
th
, 50

th
, and 51

st
 AGMs of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

 

The AGMs have been a source of inspiration, motivation and empowerment and a continuous educational 

experience each time that I have attended. AGMs are primarily a medium for the Canadian Commission 

for UNESCOôs partners to convene and discuss recommendations to UNESCO and give direction to the 

Canadian government pertaining topics to UNESCOôs programmes and priorities. Like the Killam Prizes, 

it is an opportunity for networking and discussing ideas and concepts with leaders in Canada. It is also a 

great chance to meet with other fellow YAG member.   

 

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO allocates a specific budget for YAG members in order to have 

them attend the AGMs. On average, they fully finance 25 members ensuring equitable regional 

representation. Members must apply for financing through, again short essays and those most involved 

with the YAG are given priority. The YAG has a cap of 80 members any given year. Those who do not 

contribute or keep in contact with the Youth Programme Officer are let go and calls for applications for 

new members are sent out. Youth arrive at the AGM a day early, as the Commission has dedicated a sole 

day for youth meetings. This allows us to discuss priorities pertaining to youth without missing 

discussions and presentations of the AGM. The Commission also offers and special luncheon where 

youth are paired up with a mentor. Youth are requested ahead of time to submit a form indicating what 

field they would like their mentor to be in and what types of topics they would like to talk about. The 

Commission then seeks out a match from attending members of representatives of organizations. 

Members include the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, the Canadian Human rights 

Commission, the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada, the Assembly of first Nations, Environment 

Canada, and Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada, among others. 

 

With every AGM, they follow a specific theme that follows what UNESCO has declared as a priority.  

These include astronomy, biodiversity, youth, gender and equality, and education for sustainable 

development. These topics are debated through round table and world café discussion and are 

http://www.unesco.ca/en/interdisciplinary/youth/default.aspx


complemented with presentations by experts. For an example, Dr. Hubert Reeves, a Canadian nuclear 

astrophysicist gave a presentation about biodiversity and the importance it plays for human development. 

Other speakers have been Governor General Michaëlle Jean, Canadian Ambassador to UNESCO André 

Bachand, Director-General of UNESCO Irina Bokova, and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Kim Phuc 

Phan Thi.   

 

 

 

 



Sectoral Commission of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

 

In the fall of 2010, I was appointed to the Sectoral Commission for Culture and Communication 

Information. There are three Sectoral Commissions with the Canadian Commission for UNESCO. They 

are Education, Culture and Communication and Information, and Natural and Social sciences. The 

Sectoral Commissions make recommendations to the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and to the 

Executive Committee regarding the preparation, implementation and evaluation of UNESCO programmes 

and related Canadian activities concerning their sector. The Executive Committee appoints organizations 

and individuals to the Sectoral Commissions. 

 

The Sectoral Commissions meet twice a year, during the fall in Ottawa and then again at the AGM. I was 

appointed to the Sectoral Commission because I was a strong voice for youth and I encompassed 

proficient knowledge concerning culture and information communication technologies. At meetings, we 

discuss and debate UNESCO documents concerning its priorities and programmes. These meetings are 

more focused and are at a higher level than the round table discussion and world café discussions during 

the AGMs. At the most recent meetings, we debated strategic guidelines for the Medium-term Strategy 

document 37 C/4, the platform and implementation of a Culture of Peace, and moving towards 

sustainable development as a main priority rather than climate change, as climate change is an area of 

focus within sustainable development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Youth Video - Do you see what I think? 

 

For the International Year of Youth, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO and the Canada Council for 

the Arts launched a video project for young Canadians based on the 2010 International Year of Youth 

theme, ñDialogue and Mutual Understanding.ò YAG members from seven provinces produced a short 

five minute video depicting the thoughts, perspectives and ideals of young Canadians. Each province took 

a different focus on their video, such as music, refugee integration and the arts and they affect youth 

through youth eyes. The videos were shown at the 51st AGM of the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

and received a standing ovation. 

 

The following video was created by the Saskatchewan YAG members with the help of local youth and the 

Saskatchewan Filmpool Cooperative. All opinions and views expressed are unscripted. Please follow the 

link to view the video, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIdEfXQ33bM. 

 

Beyond the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 

 

Through my involvement with the YAG, I was able to gain tremendous local, provincial, national and 

international knowledge concerning various initiatives, problems and political policies. This had allowed 

me to attend other conferences and join the Regional Centre of Expertise Saskatchewan, an initiative of 

the United Nations University ï Institute of Advance Studies. 

 

Global Humanitarian Forumôs Youth Forum - Young Adults 4 New Results 

 

The Global Humanitarian Forumôs inaugural Youth Forum took place from June 17
th
 ï 19

th
, 2009 in 

Geneva, Switzerland. The Global Humanitarian Forum was founded in 2007 by the Swiss Government 

and a group of senior leaders from academia, business, government, international and civil society fields, 

and personally led by former Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan.   

 

I was selected as one of 100 international young adults who traveled to Geneva to be educated and be 

provided the necessary skills to play a part in countering the effect of climate change and finding new 

solutions to this global challenge. We attended training sessions and workshops about climate change and 

the impact it has on humanity such as, the economy, water availability, food production, biodiversity, 

poverty, health issues and human rights. This experience had given me a high level of understanding of 

climate change and how it impacted others around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIdEfXQ33bM


The Regional Centre of Expertise Saskatchewan 

 

In the fall of 2009, I became the Youth Coordinator for the Regional Centre of Expertise Saskatchewan 

(RCE Saskatchewan). The Regional Center of Expertise (RCE) is a newly formed entity initiated by the 

United Nations University ïInstitute of Advance Studies to act as a network designed to strengthen the 

collaboration for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) among local, regional and international 

actors.  The network consists of school teachers at elementary and secondary schools, university 

professors, researchers, experts in museums, local government officials, relevant NGOs, community-

based organizations (CBOs) working for ESD, representatives of local enterprises, and media people, and 

other strategic parties.  

 

RCE Saskatchewan seeks to transform education for sustainability in our region. Education is broadly 

understood to include formal education (such as primary, secondary, and post-secondary education) as 

well as informal and non-formal education (such as the private media and public education by non-

governmental organizations). A Framework for Environmental Learning and Sustainability in Canada 

defines the three types of education as follows: 

 

¶ Formal Education: Education through the school systems from kindergarten to the end of high 

school as well as some aspects in colleges and universities. 

¶ Non-formal Education: Public awareness activities by organizations outside of the school system 

(e.g., Environmental Street Theatre). 

¶ Informal Education: Educational activities provided by media (e.g., documentaries on radio and 

television) 

 

Education at all times respects the autonomy and dignity of the learner. Education for sustainable 

development aims at promoting reflection and discernment in our region that helps us identify and pursue 

paths to sustainability. Such paths lead to ongoing improvements in quality of life while sustaining 

healthy ecosystems. They promote active environmental stewardship, social justice, and intergenerational 

equity. 

 

As the Youth Coordinator I have been working on a youth practical experience initiative by creating a 

Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development. The following is the briefing document. 

 

Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development Briefing Note 

 

The Regional Centre of Expertise Saskatchewan is seeking companies, non-governmental organizations, 

educational institutions, and government-affiliated organizations to become Member Parties to the 

Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development.  

 

Introduction 
 

The purpose of the Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development is to facilitate the 

creation of societal development goals that can be achieved by youth through sustainable development 

projects. Youth are an underutilized resource, and have great potential to meaningfully contribute to 

human progress and development. The sustainable development projects resulting from the Convention 

Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development will utilize youth in ways beneficial to participating 

youth, Member Parties, and their surrounding communities. As a result, youth energy, time, and resources 

can be used in an advantageous way that will lead to positive externalities through these projects.   

 



Societies will benefit by the achievement of these projects as well from the externalities these projects 

produce, while youth will benefit by further developing analytical, organizational, and planning skills 

through the creation of concrete project plans and acquiring practical experience through the 

implementation of these plans. 

 

The Programme 

 
The projects resulting from the Convention are intended as a complementary programme to formal 

education that will develop youth into the leaders of tomorrow while simultaneously reducing the training 

time for youth to become fully integrated into the workforce. The Convention is designed to serve as a 

platform that will develop youth into the leaders that society will depend on in the near future. Projects 

will be funded, in whole or in part, by a Sustainable Development Fund.  

 

Structure 
 

Member Parties who sign the Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development will form the 

General Assembly of Parties. The General Assembly of Parties will nominate and vote Member Parties to 

the Sustainable Development Committee. The Sustainable Development Committee will function as the 

decision-making body of the Convention. 

 

The Sustainable Development Committee will canvas 

Member Parties and individuals working in a broad 

spectrum of industries in order to identify what skills and 

knowledge a leader of tomorrow should possess. Based 

on these assessments, the Sustainable Development 

Committee will create projects, customized to future 

needs and issues.  Youth who partake in the programme 

will gain skills and knowledge through practical 

experience and co-operative work that will enable them to 

be the leaders of tomorrow. 

 

The Sustainable Development Fund will be established as 

a trust that will fund youth projects created by the 

Sustainable Development committee. The trust shall 

consist of annual contributions by Member Parties to the   

Sustainable Development Fund in an amount to be determined by the Sustainable Development 

Committee.   

 

Objectives 

 
1. Create and promote the development of innovative, sustainable technologies and education for 

sustainable development, 

 

2. Promote the creation of new business start-ups, 

 

3. Create economic development in industrialized, developing, and emerging countries, 

 

4. Facilitate monetary investment in economic, human, social, and natural development,  

 

Youth at the Killam Prizes hosted by Rideau Hall 



5. Encourage innovation and risk-taking by youth while developing them into responsible 

entrepreneurs in all sectors and industries, 

 

6. Reduce training time for youth to become integrated into the workforce and ensuring the 

transition is a smooth one, 

 

7. Allow youth to take a leading role in the creation of regional strategies and action projects that 

increase innovation, economic development, knowledge transfers, and standards of living, 

 

8. Insist that sustainable development is a critical component of poverty-reduction and economic 

development strategies in at-risk regions, and that such strategies must recognize and integrate 

cultural heritage., 

 

9. Transition from remediation strategies to practical-skills and experience-based strategies, 

 

10. Allow youth to participate in formal, non-formal and informal education and labour markets in 

addition to acquiring intergenerational, interdisciplinary, and international perspectives, 

 

Conclusion 
 

RCE Saskatchewan believes that youth must take a leading role in creating regional strategies and action 

projects that increase innovation, economic development, knowledge transfers, and standards of living in 

the province of Saskatchewan. 

 

By signing the Convention Concerning Youth and 

Sustainable Development and becoming a 

Member Partner, organizations can help guide 

youth as they advance the growth, prosperity, and 

quality of life for Saskatchewan residents. It is 

imperative that we invest in our youth in order to 

create future leaders and decision makers. 

 

Further, by signing the Convention Concerning 

Youth and Sustainable Development, we will 

showcase Saskatchewanôs response and 

commitment to the United Nations International 

Year of Youth and the United Nations Decade of 

Education for Sustainable Development to the 

international community. Together, we can make Saskatchewan a leading region in the world by 

developing future leaders through education for sustainable development and sustainable development 

projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signing of the MOU for the advancement of Education for 
Sustainable Development in post-secondary institutions in 
Saskatchewan 



Building Capacity for the Convention Concerning Youth and Sustainable Development 

  

Through my work, I have been able to travel throughout the world building capacity for the initiative and 

making speeches at conferences about sustainable development. Places include Sacramento where I met 

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Cancun for COP 16, and India for the Asian RCE Gathering and the World 

Sustainable Development Forumôs 11
th
 Delhi Sustainable Development Summit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


