HERITAGLE in SASKATCHEWAN:

ooking Back AND Growing Forwar

Fhotos: Athabasca Sand Dunes (photo by Joe Tsannie Jr., courtesy of Northen Sport, (;@n District); Nature Field Study participants (courtesy Nature Saskatchewan); RCMF uniforms at Battlefords National Historic Site; Stanley Mission; Metis heritage display




...hclping Houth dcvcloP a
sense of their own iclcntitg,
as well as cstablishing a
lti-long link to this
Provincc - where thcg will
remain as residents or come
back home to visit;

...creating the

“sense of Placc” found in
Saskatchewan, which is
imPortant to residents and
visitors alike;

...Providing authentic and
unicluc cultural tourism
oPPortunitics and
attractions;

Fhoto: Display at Battlefords National Historic Site; Youth Action Now [Forum particpants; Riel Metis Jiggers perform traditional dance

Saskatchewan’s hcritagc is a kcy ingredicnt for...

DID YOU KNOW?

As our Population grows and our commu-
nities expand, we risk crowc]ing out the
archaeofogical sites, historic [andscapes,
monuments and Places that give our
country character. ]n the last 30 years,

21 per cent of Canac{a’s Pre—i 920
heritage Bui[dings have been demolished.
(f"]’critagc Canac/a Foundation, 2003)

T!’ie Preservation of historic bui!dings is
good for the environment. Not only does
the renovation of exiting ProPertics
reduce the drain on natural resources, it
also reduces the amount of demolished
builclngs and waste materails enc{ing up in
landfills. (Canadian f"‘]eritage, 200%)

Seeking out stories is how we locate
ourselves in our own time. The desire to
learn new stories also drives cultural
tourists to travel, to experience someone
else’s past, to sliP on someone else’s

stg[e. (/Toronl:o’s Cu/turc F/an, ZOO})

Oxc the 2%.% million Car\ac{ian adults in
2000, over 1.3 million expressed an interest
in travel involving the PerForming arts, 2.1
million sought travel involving the visual arts,
while 2.6 million were in the market for tavel
invo[ving heritagc activities. ]t is estimated
that the number heritage tourism enthusi-
asts will increase from 2.6 million to 3.7

million in the next 20 years. (T ravel Activites

and Motivation 5urvcy (TAMS), APril 200%)




DID YOU KNOW?

A recent 5tud9 shows that J4% of
Saskatchewan responclents believe in

reserving ancient Aborigina[ sites, and
nearlg half of these responc{ents said
this was extreme]g imPortant. Twenty—
three per cent of Saskatchewan
residents have visited an ancient
Aborigina[ site and 11% have Partici—
Patec{ Persona”y in a traditional
A]Dorigir\a[ activity. (/f_feritage & Museums
Market 5tudy, 2006)

T‘leritage conservation is a wise municipal
investment. “fﬂeritage restoration work
sets off much higherjob and investment
economic multiPliers than new construction,
and heritage sites are a draw for tourism
and the film inc]ustry”. (Frescrvat/on Fays: T he
[ conomics of f"]’cr/tagc, f—]'critagc Canac/a
Com(crcnce, 2005)

Museums serve to strengthen sense of
community. The drive to preserve and
share local heritage brings PeoPle
together. The museum is the catalyst — it
serves as an icon for community Pricle and
is the cultural centre for many segments
of the genera! Pu])]ic. (Saskatchewan
Museums ]:unc/ing Review, 1998)

Saving heritage ljui[c{ings saves natural
resources. A team of (1.5. scientists
calculated that the shell of a two-storey,
three-unit brick apartment builc[ing embod-
ies energy equivaﬁant to 32,000 litres of
gaso!inel That’s the non-renewable
energy it would take to rePlace the bricks.
(l‘ﬂeritage Canada Foundation, 2006)

Fhotos: Doukhobour Prager House (photo courtesy Saskatchewan Heritage [Foundation); Mae Wilson Theatre opening in Moose Jaw; Rock paintings

...generating increased
creative and innovative
cntrcPrcncurial
oPPortunitics;

...conserving our natural
environment, tl-lrough
rec cling and re-use of old

ui dings;

...incrcasing social caPital
ancl gcncral rcsFPcct ancl
undcrstanding or othcrs;

ancl

...crcating communities
where PcoPlc want to live!

ern Saskatchewan (photo courtesy Saskatchewan Archacology Society)




| et's KEEP Looking back AND Growing f:orwaljcl

DID YOU KNOW?=

Cu!tura] Iandscapes bear witness to humaxwity’s
creative genius, tec!'mica], economic and social
clevelopment, imagination and cultural wealth.
Their astonishing variety is an indication of the
world’s cultural wealth. They stand for the
reciprocal harmong and influence reigning
between humanity and the rest of the natural
world, which is why we should respect and protect

them. ((UNESCQO, 2003)

Saskatchewan spencls less on grassroots
heritage activity than most Provinces. Accorc]ing
to Statistics (anada, 5askatchewan ranks #% in
per capita sper\ding on heritagc (at aPProximate|y
$34 mi”ion); however this sPending not only
includes )Cunding to museums, Pu])lic archives and
heritage grants, but a large part of it, the majority
in fact, goes to historic Parl(s, sites and nature/
Provincia[ Parks. (OF the $10.3 million spent 173
the Provir\cial government on }’Ieritage in 2005,/06,
onlg $1.3 million went to grassroots heritage

suPPort). (Statistics (_anada, 2006)

Accorc{ing to 1996 research, close to half of the
50-to-70 Aborigina! languages in Canada are
near extinction or endangered, and ten once-
ﬂourishing !anguages have become extinct over
the last 100 years. Currently, or\ly three A!}
origina] languages are considered viable: Cree,
Qibwa}j and lnu!ctitut. A]so, more than 90% of
residential school claims a”ege loss of lan-
guages and cultures. (Canac/ian f"]’cr/tage, 2003)

The clisaPPearance of a Ianguage is accompa-
nied 133 the c{eparture of a whole body of knowl-
ec]ge and ideas that in many cases have thrived

for centuries, if not thousands of years.

(LINESCQO, 2003)

Heritage is very imPor’can’c to
PeoP!e in Saskatchewan. According
to a 2006 survey, commissioned 139
Museums Association of
Saskatchewan, in association with
Sas‘(atcl—lewan Cu]ture, Youtl—l and
Recreation, 72% of Saskatchewan
People surveyecl felt that
Saskatchewan PeoP]e share a
common heritage. The majority of
respondents also named ¢ amily” as
the first thing that comes to mind

when they think of l—xeritage. (HHenmtagers
Muscums Mar/(ct 5tudy, Octobcr 2006)

Saskatchcwan needs
commitment from its
government to ensure the
continued conservation ‘and
Promotion of hcritagc resources
are maintained, as well as to
rovide increased oPPortunitics
For cclucating 9outl1 on the
imPortancc of these'resources to
the Provincc.

&g / EULTUSE
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For more imcorma{tionJ call SaskCu!ture lnc. at
FPhone: (306) 780-9284,

email: sasi(cuIture.imco@saskculture.sk.ca or

visit: www.sas!ccu[tu re.skca

Photos: First Nations display at Battlefords National Historic Site (photo by
Diane Ell); Grain elevator at [Fleming, SK (photo by Dennis Garreck)s

Archacological excavation (photo courtesy Saskatchewan Archacology Society)



